Sc’ianew First Nation Land Use Plan

1. Introduction and Summary A Land Use Plan (LUP) that has a clear vision and is realistic in terms of
goals is required to guide the development of our community. Given our unique cultural, social,
geographical and economic characteristics, a LUP is especially important to us. As a community operating
under the Framework Agreement on First Nation Land Management (FAFNLM), our lands are fully
governed and planned internally by the community, giving us the opportunity to have a LUP that closely
reflects our community’s wishes and aspirations. Our geographical location, natural resources and
capable community Members together can provide the basis for sustainably governing over our lands,
helping to lead to community wellness, economic success and the provision of services equal to or even
better than those of neighboring communities. As we, the Sc’ianew First Nation (Sc’ianew) continue to
implement components associated with our community’s development, an up-to-date LUP is a timely
action. Our LUP should also conform to the requirements of our Land Code and be completed to the
level of detail that will enable us to make better land related decisions. In addition to outlining land use
zones and definitions that are specific to our community, this LUP identifies land-related and housing
principles consistent with our community’s wishes. This LUP is not a detailed 8

Sc’ianew First Nation Land Use Law May, 2024 Infrastructure Plan; it is a plan that outlines what we want
to do with our lands in the medium term - the next ten (10) to twenty (20) years. Along the way, we
added sections such as “Guidelines for Land Use” in order to make things clearer for our Member and
any developers on our lands. Our Land Management Advisory Committee therefore intends to follow our
Community Vision as it makes decisions on the development of the LUP.1 Individual Elders and our
Elders’ Council provided key input as we completed the plan. Some land use planning activities took
place in the past, including a survey in 2015, zone-related studies in 2018 and, over the recent years,
community workshops between 2010 and 2018. However, we now need to determine how we will
further develop the community’s lands, all based on current land use planning principles and current
Member wishes. We want to be ready, should our Members be prepared to proceed with economic
development on more lands in order to capture economic and other benefits. Our LUP therefore is
informed by our Land Code, previous land use planning discussions and most certainly, input from our
Land Management Advisory Committee, Lands Department staff, Council, Elders and our community
Members. We have lived on our lands, managed our lands, and possessed our lands for generations, so
we have a great deal of knowledge on the way the lands should be managed. 10ur community’s Land
Management Advisory Committee acted as “project managers” that steered the development of the
Land Use Plan. 9

Sc’ianew First Nation Land Use Law May, 2024 In all, we today hold eight (8) reserves, totaling
approximately three hundred and eight (308) hectares.2 This document is our final report, derived from
a series of cumulative reports that have led to the completion of our LUP. The LUP includes special
consideration for important and key elements in our community. For this reason, it includes a section on
our cemetery, recommending some attention to its maintenance, inventory, assessment of monuments
and assessment of adjacent lands for future expansion. We also provide a Land Use Definition section



that includes Community Garden, Residential, Residential Mobile Home, Commercial, Environmental,
Forestry, Light Industrial, Marine, Institutional, Comprehensive Development / Mixed-Use, and
“Community Special Area”. Each is described from our perspective, with the understanding that there
are community areas or zones and other areas that are destined for comprehensive development where
non-Members will live. Based on a great deal of community engagement, we also provide community

guidelines, including general guidelines for Land Development, Residential Development, Commercial
Development.



